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more sensitive; fortunate too that on the whole the officers' corps
of the Reichswehr was mainly composed of gentlemen. After
Erzberger's murder the government sought fuller powers to deal
with the murder gangs and got them., after a savage opposition
from the Right, only to be faced with a Bavarian threat of
separation (September 1921). The difficulty was solved by a
compromise and for answer the total of outrages mounted more
swiftly. Once again the government had to ask for still more powers
and got them., but the decision of the Allies to partition Upper
Silesia (October 1921) after the German victory in the plebiscite
and in the field over the Poles, after the attacks by Polish troops on
Allied forces, and abundant evidence that partition was of all
solutions the worst, made it impossible for them to be used. The
nation was recovering from its stupor and extremely sensitive to
indignity; no cabinet would have dared to arrest the heroes of the
Annaberg even if they murdered every prominent politician in
Germany.* If Poincare wanted chaos he was certainly obtaining
it, for by the middle of 1922 things were at a complete deadlock
politically, economically, and diplomatically. Germany was on the
eve of further occupation because fulfilment of the Allied demands
was impossible, not in themselves, but because there was no power
in Germany to enforce fulfilment. The German currency had
gone to pieces; the economic life was in complete disorganization;
the financial system was in disarray and from every quarter forces
of sinister selfishness, among whom were bearers of honoured
names, swooped like carrion birds on a dying Germany. It became
clear that there were only two alternatives, a complete change in
the attitude of the Allied powers, no easy thing when Europe
and most of the world was still in confusion, or a resort on
the part of the Allies to force. The presence of Poincare
decided the issue. Taking advantage of a technical default,
Poincare declared Germany's non-fulfilment criminal and unable
to be overlooked and marched French troops into the Ruhr. That
was in January 1923*

* That was left to Hitler, Among the June 30 (1934) victims was Hans
Peter von Heyderbreck, head of the famous Freikorps that bore his name, for
finding the Leader inadequate as a saviour.